Keys to Spiritual Growth

Presupposition - belief in the Holy, living, powerful, inerrant, Word of God

The Master Purpose 

It is the greatest theme in all the world, Word of God and universe.

It lies behind creation, life, Christian life, everything.


The ______________  of God.


Westminster Shorter Catechism Question #1  1647  Scottish & English divines doctrine


Psalm 16:8, 9, 11
17:15

Glorifying God leads to joy and joy leads to strength.


Nehemiah 8:10


Beholding His face, setting the Lord before me, leads to enjoying God and boundless joy

“Let me repeat it: the supreme objective in the life of any man or woman should be to give God glory. And the great consequence of that goal is unbounded joy. I believe that spiritual maturity may be summed up in the life which concentrates and focuses on the Person of God until one is caught up and lost in His majesty. A man does not fulfill his purpose Godward until he glorifies God, nor does he fulfill his purpose in the personal aspect until he experiences the fullness of joy.”                                                                                                      John F. MacArthur Jr.
1. God’s Intrinsic glory

· God’s glory is the sum of all His attributes. He gives it to no one.

· We can’t add to it, but we can magnify it, declare it, reflect it, behold it (to a certain degree).

Philippians 1:20
1 Corinthians 6:20
John 17:24

· His glory abides in us but remains the possession of the Holy Spirit.

2. The History of God’s Glory

A. Glory Past

· Creation – “the heavens declare the glory of God” Psalm 19:1


“Shekinah” glory – Hebrew word for to dwell or reside with, not found in the Bible – but other evidence suggest Jews and Christians used it to express the visible presence of God as a brilliant shining light.

· Eden ? they walked with something

· Moses – could not view it openly  Exodus 33:18-23

it stayed with him for awhile 34:29-35, 2 Corinthians 3:13

· Tabernacle – Exodus 40:34-35

· Temple – I Kings 8:10, 11

· Ichabod – “the glory has departed” 1 Samuel 4:21, Ezekiel 8 & 10

· The greatest glory so far 
John 1:14, Luke 9:28-36

B. Glory Present

In the body of Christ  

Ephesians 2:21, 22
2 Corinthians 4:6
Colossians 1:27

Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the ___________ of God   1 Corinthians 10:31

C. Glory to Come


Matthew 24:30
Revelation 19:16

“Once again, sinful men will try to extinguish it. They will oppose Him, even though He comes as “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (see Revelation 19:16). When they see His flaming glory descending out of the sky, they will fire off their missiles, hoping to blow that glory out of the sky. But they won’t be able to do it.  With only a word, Jesus will exterminate those who seek to restrain His glory. From that time on, He will rule the nations with a rod of iron and will reign on David’s throne with power and glory – far greater glory than He revealed at His first advent.”                                        John F. MacArthur Jr.

