Book of Hebrews
1. Authorship:
The book itself is anonymous. The traditional view, accepted by many from earliest times, is Paul.

a. Arguments in favor of Pauline authorship”

1. The writer was “in bonds” (10:34)

2. The writer probably wrote from Italy (13:24)

3. The close of the letter is typically Pauline (13:25)

4. The doctrinal teaching is very similar to that of other Pauline epistles

a) Hebrews 5:12-14 and 1 Corinthians 3:2

b) Hebrews 3:8-12 and 1 Corinthians 10:1-6

c) Hebrews 10:38 and Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11

5. To write such a letter would require great familiarity with O.T. Judiasm and time to think it through carefully. Paul had both these advantages.

b. Other suggested authors:

1. Barnabas. A Levite

2. Luke, a man who was close to Paul

3. Appollos, another man closely connected to Paul, reflecting Paul’s theology. He was connected to Alexandria (Hebrews was used very early there), and had extensive knowledge of the Scriptures. Moreover, he was eloquent and had contacts with Timothy (13:23).

2. Recipients:
Jewish believers; some particular community of believers.

3. Date:

Before the fall of Jerusalem in the year 70 AD, but at least one generation after Christ (Hebrews 13:7) which would mean at least 55 AD.

4. Occasion:

The author of the book recognized in a certain group of Jewish Christian’s a two-fold tendency:

a. To be much influenced by certain ones among their members (perhaps just one, 3:12) who had abandoned Christianity because of unbelief.

b. To despair because of the taunts and persecution from unconverted Jews. Who claimed the Christians had surrendered their claim to Kingdom blessing promised to Israel.

(Hebrews was written to combat these tendencies)

5. Purpose:

a. To encourage and comfort Hebrew believers going through great trials;
b. To restrain them from apostasy which might come as a result of trials, persecution, and rejection.
c. To wean the readers off continued Mosaic ritual, and thus to bring them from childishness to maturity as believers.

6. Key Word:

“Better” – Hebrews 8:6

7. Theme:

The superiority and preeminence of Christ.
