Christ Superior to Angels
Hebrews 1:4-14

Context – references – 108 Old Testament, 165 New Testament 

1. Angels:
· Are intelligent, not omniscient
· Have emotions Luke 15:10
· Do not marry or procreate Matthew 22:28-30
· Immortal

· Created before men

· Highly organized, divided into ranks – two are cherubim and seraphim

· Supervisory responsibilities over thrones, dominions, principalities, etc.

· More powerful than men

Angels minister to God and do His bidding. They are both spectators and participants in His mighty works, both redemptive and judgmental. They were present at Christ’s birth, temptation, resurrection, and ascension and will be present at His second coming. They also minister to God’s redeemed by watching over the church-assisting God in answering prayer, delivering from danger, giving encouragement, and protecting children. They also minister to the unsaved, by announcing and inflicting judgment.

2. Jewish View
Many Jews believed angels were important to the Old Covenant, many believed that angels were involved when God gave the law to Moses. This exalted the angels in the minds of the children of Israel. They believed that angels were the mediators of their covenant with God, and that angels continually ministered God’s blessings to them.

Acts 7:53 
Galatians 3:19 

Since the angels were highly exalted in the Jewish mind and thought to be mediators of the Old Testament, the writer of Hebrews wanted to show Christ’s superiority to angels.

Proofs – Seven Old Testament passages – Septuagint – slight differences

 A More Excellent Name - God’s Son

Hebrews 1:4,5 Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou are my Son, This day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?
Psalm 2:7 I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son this day have I begotten thee.
II Samuel 7:14a I will be his father, and he shall be my son.
Worship Christ
Hebrews 1:6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.
Psalm 97:7 Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves of idols: worship him, all ye gods.
Ministering Spirits
Hebrews 1:7 And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.
Psalm 104:4 Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire:
God’s Anointed Ruler
Hebrews 1:8,9 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.  Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 
Psalm 45:6,7 Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 

Creator and Eternal
Hebrews 1:10-12 And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail. 
Psalm 102:25-27 Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands. They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed: But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end. 

On God’s Right Hand
Hebrews 1:13 But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?
Psalm 110:1 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 
Hebrews 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?
