Ruin and Restoration

Study of the Minor Prophets

Lesson 7: Amos 3-6

1. *Amos

*Among the "writing" prophets Amos was the first of a new school, for, like Elijah and John the Baptist, he denounced sin with rustic boldness. A shepherd and native of Judah, he was called by God to prophesy to the northern kingdom of Israel during the reign of Jeroboam II (786-746 B.C.). Sparing no one, the prophet fearlessly announced the impending judgment of God. Although the dominant note of the book is judgment, the final words promise the restoration of a righteous remnant.
Key Verse: Amos 5:15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgement in the gate: It may be that the Lord God of hosts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph. 

Chapter 3-6 outline:

1. HEAR about the certainty of Judgement (3:1-15)

· The revelation of coming judgement (3:1-8) 

· The proclamation of coming judgement (3:9-15)

2. HEAR about the reason for judgement (4:1-13)

· The affluent women exploited the poor (4:1-3)

· The people worshiped in hypocrisy (4:4-5)

· The nation refused to repent (4:6-13)

3. HEAR about the need for repentance (5:1-17)

· Repent because judgement is coming (5:1-3)

· Repent because God desires it (5:4-15)

4. WOE pronouncement repeated twice (5:15-6:14)

· Woe to those who worshiped in hypocrisy (5:18-27)

· Woe to those who live in excess (6:1-14)

-These four chapters give outline of 5 short messages given by Amos.  Three of the messages are calls to HEAR and two of them are warnings of WOE. 

Again we see in verse 3:1-2 that because God had called them, out of all the earth, that they would be held to a higher standard.

-In verses 3:3-8 there are questions asked of growing violence.  It starts out as a question of two people walking together.  And ends with a city’s calamity caused by God.  See verse 8 and refer back to verse 4………………8: “The Lion hath roared”…4: “Will a lion roar when there is no prey?” 

QUESTION: What kind of answers did Amos expect from these questions?

QUESTION: What events should we be certain about due to the revelation of God?  How do we as Christians contribute to the doubt of non-believers regarding these revelations?

-In the later part of the chapter 3 it speaks of the destruction of the Samarian people because of their violence and unfairness against the poor.  It mentions that all that would be left would be like an ear left over after a lion attacks a sheep.  This is very contrasting to their current living standards.

 QUESTION: Regarding the life of the affluent (3:15, 4:1, 5:10-13, 6:4-6)  What aspects about their life displeased the Lord?  Did God hate that they were rich?

-In chapter 4 three main reasons for the judgement of God are given.  The first mention is of the wealthy women oppressing the poor.  The second is that the people worshiped in hypocrisy.  In verses 4:4-5 Amos uses sarcasm to “throw coals on their heads”.  The people’s religion was only superficial and also it was offered to idols.  Religious practices that please the Lord are justice, mercy, and humility (see Micah 6:6-8).  The Third is that the nation would not repent.  In verses 4:6-13 God describes all the things He has done to the people to bring them back to Him.  Because of their refusal God has given the warning to prepare to meet Him in judgement. Verse 4:13 reminds of the awesomeness of God.
-Chapter 5 is a lament or pome that is sung during a funeral procession.  This is Israel’s funeral.  We see that the people will be reduced by 90%.  In verse 5:4-15 we see that although the destruction in imminent there is still time for personal repentance.  He says to seek Him rather than the idols or countries that they would invariably run to.

 QUESTION: What is repentance?  How do we demonstrate a repentant heart?

-In the end of chapter 5 we see the use of the word “Woe”.  According to Israeli theology the “day of the Lord” would be a time of great blessing.  So they were basically saying, “bring it on”.  Here God reminds them that the “day of the Lord” will be a day of darkness and inevitable judgement.

In the second “Woe” we see the sin of those living in excess and the fact that there was no grieving over the coming judgement (verse 6:6)  We see that they were secure in their wealth and previous military victories.  God reminds them that they are nothing without Him.

 QUESTION: Using Amos’s themes below, What has been emphasized in your mind today?  How does this affect us as believers today?

Amos’s Themes:

1. God knows the nations sins 1:3-2:3

2. God expects more for those who know Him 3:2-Revelation means added responsibility Rom 2:12

3. God demands repentance from sin 4:6-12 and 5:4-15

4. God requires inward reality 5:21-24 (outward conformity is not enough)

5. God delights in justice 5:24

6. God uses secular people  7:14-15

7. God will bless Israel 7:8-15







