Ruin and Restoration

Study of the Minor Prophets

Lesson 8: Amos 7-9

1. *Amos

*Among the "writing" prophets Amos was the first of a new school, for, like Elijah and John the Baptist, he denounced sin with rustic boldness. A shepherd and native of Judah, he was called by God to prophesy to the northern kingdom of Israel during the reign of Jeroboam II (786-746 B.C.). Sparing no one, the prophet fearlessly announced the impending judgment of God. Although the dominant note of the book is judgment, the final words promise the restoration of a righteous remnant.
Key Verse: Amos 9:8 “Behold the eyes of the Lord God are on the sinful kingdom, And I will destroy it from the face of the earth, Yet I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob,” says the Lord. 

Chapter 7-9 outline:

1. Four visions of the nature of Judgement (7:1-8:14)

· The vision of Locusts (7:1-3) 

· The vision of the Fire (7:4-6)

· The vision of the plumb line (7: 7-9)

· The confrontation with Amaziah (7:10-17)

· The vision of the summer fruit (8:1-14)

2. One vision of the God of Judgement (9:1-15)

· The Lord’s comprehensive judgement (9:1-4)

· The Lord’s almighty power (9:5-6)

· The Lord’s impartial justice (9:7-10)

· The Lord’s future compassion (9:11-15)

-In these last 3 chapters of the book of Amos we see 5 visions that God provided to Amos describing the Judgement to come on Israel.

_REVIEW- In Chapters 3-6 we saw that the specific sins of the nation were 1. Exploiting the poor 2. Living in overindulgence 3. Removing justice from the courts 4. Idolatry 5. Practicing only an outward form of religion without any godliness.

-In the first two visions we see that Amos pleaded with God to relent.  Amos 7:1-6.   

QUESTION: Why did Amos plead with God on these two judgements and not the others?

QUESTION: Did God forgive the nation, or did He simply not judge in the way that bothered Amos?

-After Amos finished with the first 3 visions we see that Amaziah, the ungodly priest, got involved.  He went to tell on Amos to the king and it is assumed the king sent him back to shut up Amos.   An interesting side note on verse 7:12.  Amos is told to go back to Judah and eat bread.  During this time the false prophets prophesied for food.  Amaziah considered Amos to be just as self-serving as they.  This is when we here the statement that Amos had other professions and therefore needed no food. 

-Chapter 8 describes the fact the Israel is ripe for judgment.  Again we get specific sins that the people had committed.  Specifically the well to do people.  We see the secrets to the success of the oppressive upper class.  1. Rigging of the scales 8:5  2. Cheap products 8:6  3.  High interest 8:6.

-In verses 8:11-14 God speaks of a famine of Gods Word.  What does this mean and why was it important?  Are we in a time of Famine of Gods Word concerning Israel?  Why would this be punishment?

-In chapter 9 we see the character traits of God.

· The Comprehensive judgement of the Lord.  There would be no hiding from Him

· The almighty power of God.  He controls all things

· The impartial justice.  God will treat them like he treats any sinful kingdom.  There is no favoritism when sin is involved.  We do see that once the sinners have been taken care of that God will restore His people.

· The future compassion of the Lord.  Here at the end we have 5 verses of hope.  This is a mention of them time during the millennium.  

QUESTION: Earlier we saw in chapter 5 that the people were excited for the day of the Lord, and how this was wrong.  But we see in chapter 9:11-15 a great time being had by all.  Was God telling them not to look forward to the millennial kingdom in chapter 5?

QUESTION: Has God changed since Old Testament times?

QUESTION: How has our view of God subtly changed over the years?

QUESTION: Which themes of Amos do you think is crucial to our society today?

Amos’s Themes:

1. God knows the nations sins 1:3-2:3

2. God expects more for those who know Him 3:2-Revelation means added responsibility Rom 2:12

3. God demands repentance from sin 4:6-12 and 5:4-15

4. God requires inward reality 5:21-24 (outward conformity is not enough)

5. God delights in justice 5:24

6. God uses secular people  7:14-15

7. God will bless Israel 7:8-15







