Ruin and Restoration

Study of the Minor Prophets

Week two: Hosea 1:1 – 3:5

Hosea  

*Sometimes called the "Prophet of Divine Love," Hosea was a native of Israel and was called to be God’s spokesman during that kingdom’s darkest hour. The apostasy of his own people was enough to break Hosea’s heart, but he also bore a heavy cross in his own life - his wife had proved unfaithful. In this bitter experience Hosea came to fathom God’s love for his erring children and pleads with his people to repent and avail themselves of God’s divine compassion and a love that will not let Israel go.

Key Verse: Hosea 1:2 –1:3  …The Lord said to Hosea, “ Go take unto thee a wife of Whoredom...For the land hath committed great whoredoms, departing from the Lord…So he went and took Gomer… 

Who was Hosea?

1. Hosea means “Jehovah Saves” and is the same root word as Joshua and Jesus.

2. Hosea’s story is confined to this book and what is know about him is here.  

3. Hosea’s homeland is not mentioned but he prophesied to the people of Israel.

Hosea’s time
1. Ministered during the Israeli rule of Jeroboam II which was from 793 BC to 753 BC, and the Judean rule of Uzziah from 790 BC to 739 BC.

2. Total years of ministry is thought to be 40-45 years.

3. Began ministry at the end of a golden age, Israel’s economy had prospered for a while.

Hosea’s Message

1. Hosea’s life was an illustrative message

2. There are three common themes through the book including: Sin, Judgement, and Deliverance

Hosea’s life

1. His wife; Read Hosea 1:1-3.  Why is this controversial?

2. His Children; Read Hosea 1:3-11.  

· Why were the names important?

· Why the shift in tone in verses 10-11?

Hosea’s wife’s restoration; Chapter 3 

1. How low did she go? Verse 2

2. Her restoration is a symbol of the restoration to come for Israel.

