Ruin and Restoration

Study of the Minor Prophets

Week two: Joel 1:1–20

*Joel

*Traditionally called the "Prophet of Pentecost," since his prophecy of the outpouring of the Spirit (2:28ff.) is quoted by Peter (Acts 2:16) as being fulfilled at Pentecost, Joel was the kind of man who could see the eternal in the temporal. The occasion of his message was a devastating locust plague, which he interpreted as foreboding the Day of the Lord when God would act directly to punish His people for their sins. Joel calls upon the people of Judah to repent, promising that repentance will bring God’s blessings, material and spiritual.

Key Verse: Joel 1:15  Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come. 

Who was Joel?

1. Joel means “Yahweh is God”…”Jo” is from Jehovah and “el” comes from the word Elohim, meaning GOD.  Possible indication that Joel was raised by Godly parents. Fathers Name, Pethuel, means “God Delivers”

2. Joel is thought to come from Judah, and may have lived in Jerusalem.

3. Joel was a prophet, possibly a priest (based only on his mention of the temple in 1: 13-17), a poet, a man of prayer, and a preacher. 

Joel’s time
1. Very little is known about Joel’s history.  Thought to probably serve the Lord around 830 BC.

2. Joel is thought to be the first of the writing prophets.  

Joel’s Message

1. The book of Joel is a poetic book, meant to illustrate through real life experiences.

2. Joel preached a message of repentance, and he announced the coming of the great and terrible Day of the Lord.  He was likely the first of the prophets to touch on this subject.

Chapter 1 outline:

1. The plague of Locusts

· The call to listen 1:2-3

· Description of the locusts 1:4

2. The call to weep 1:5-12

· Drunkards 1:5-7

· Worshipers 1:8-10

· Farmers 1:11-12

3. Call to humility 1:13-14

4. The Significance of the Locust plague 1:15-20

· The day of the Lord

· The Result of the plague

