Ruin and Restoration

Study of the Minor Prophets

Lesson 5: Joel 2 and 3

*Joel

*Traditionally called the "Prophet of Pentecost," since his prophecy of the outpouring of the Spirit (2:28ff.) is quoted by Peter (Acts 2:16) as being fulfilled at Pentecost, Joel was the kind of man who could see the eternal in the temporal. The occasion of his message was a devastating locust plague, which he interpreted as foreboding the Day of the Lord when God would act directly to punish His people for their sins. Joel calls upon the people of Judah to repent, promising that repentance will bring God’s blessings, material and spiritual.

Key Verse: Joel 2:1  Blow the trumpet in Jerusalem; shout a warning on my holy mountain.  Let all the people who live in the land shake with fear, because the day of the Lord’s judging is near, it is at hand. 

The day of the Lord will include: an invasion of Israel by a great northern power, the destruction of that power by the Lord, the repentance of Israel, the outpouring of the Spirit, the return of Christ, the gathering of Israel, the judgement of the nations, and the establishment of the millennial kingdom.

Chapter 2 and 3 outline:

1. Description of the enemy invasion 2:1-11

· Identity of Army 

· The darkness of the Day of the Lord 2:2

· The destructiveness of the army 2:3

· This is Gods army 2:3

2. A call to Repent 2:12-27

· Genuine repentance necessary  2:13

· Inner sorrow

· Yearning for righteousness

· Anguish over sin

· The result of repentance 2:18-27

3. The Promise of future blessings 2:28-32

4. The judgement of the Nations 3:1-17

· The re-gathering of Israel 3:1

· The judgement of the Gentiles 3:2-17

5. Restoration of Israel 3:18-21

Rapture----Tribulation----Christ 2nd coming----Millennial kingdom----Great White Throne
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Do we have genuine repentance today?

Was Joel 2:28 fulfilled on day of Pentecost? (Acts 2:14-21)

How are we to be ready for the Day of the Lord?
