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Ruin and Restoration

Study of the Minor Prophets

Lesson 10: Jonah 1-2

Jonah

*The Old Testament counterpart of John 3:16, this book declares the universality of God’s love embracing even pagan nations. Its authorship and historicity are disputed. If one is willing to accept the miraculous, there is no compelling reason to deny its historicity. There is a strong possibility that the book is about Jonah and not by him. The author relates how Jonah refused God’s call to preach to the people of Nineveh, his punishment for this disobedience, his ready response to a second summons, and his bitter complaint at God’s sparing the city following her repentance. Christ Himself alludes to Jonah when speaking of His own death and Resurrection (Matt. 12:39, 16:4; Luke 11:29-32).
Key Verse: Jonah 3:3  “So Jonah arose and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord.  Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days journey. 

Chapter 1 and 2 outline:

1. God call to Jonah (chap. 1)

· The man and his times 

· The call (1: 1-2)

· Jonah’s response (1:3)

· God chastisement (1:4-17)

2. Jonah’s call to God (chap 2)

· The time of Jonah’s call (1:17-2:10)

· The content of Jonah’s prayer (2:2-9)

· God’s response to Jonah’s prayer (2:10) 

· While Jonah is one of the strangest books of the Bible it is also one of the easiest to understand.  We can easily put our selves in Jonah’s place.  We get a picture of a person who was used by God despite the refusal of Jonah to align himself with the will of God.

· Jonah’s name mean “dove”.  His father’s name Amittai, means “my truth”.  While there is some debate about the reality of the story of Jonah because of the miracles and lack of a documented revival happening in Assyria, we have 3 mentions of Jonah in other books of the bible.  II Kings 14:25, Matt 12:39-41; 16:4, and Luke 11:29-32.  These verses give additional insight into the man and his times.  In the New Testament we see that Jesus, whom we trust in all things, considered Jonah to be a real person.  It is however though by some that the book is an alegory to counter the exclsivism of Ezra and Nehemiah.  In this view Jonah represents disobedient Israel, the see is the gentiles, the great fish is babylon, and the three days in the fish is a symbol of the Babylonian captivity of the Jews. 

· From the other books of reference we can assume that Jonah was in the time frame of 775BC.  This is during the time of Jeroboam II, and his ministry was during the time of Amos and Hosea.  

· In Jonah 1:1-2 we see that Jonah was called to the mission field.  It is assumed that either God spoke directly to him or provided a vision.  Jonah was told to do three things, each contingent upon the other.  1. Arise, 2. Go, and 3. Cry (preach).

  QUESTION: How do we determine Gods will for us?  See Romans 12:1-2.  We can see in this message to believers that, 1.the surrendering our lives, 2. Not conforming to what the world offers; and 3. Renewal of our minds so we will be transformed is, not only the will of God, but also the path to finding the additional revelation about the will of God for our lives.

· Nineveh’s background.  Nineveh was the Capitol City of the Assyrian Empire. The city was very populated and in the inner city had wall 100 ft tall and 50 ft thick.  The Assyrians at this time were known to be very cruel in their treatment of foreigners.  If their own writings are to be wholly believed, they were among the most ruthless of Nations during that time.  
· We see in verse 3 Jonah’s response.  The book of Jonah is unique in that the story is less about the message of Jonah and more about the response and actions of Jonah.  We see that Jonah chose to disobey God and go in the completely opposite direction from where he was called.   
QUESTION: Is this strange that a man, obviously called by God would disobey Him?  The circumstances of his running make it apparent that it was fairly easy to go in the opposite direction.  Can we trust the circumstances or the ease with which things fall into place (open doors)?  Not if they are contrary to the word and will of God.

· In the last part of chapter 1 we see that it took a pagan sea captain to call a servant of the Lord to prayer.  We see that Jonah’s ministry to the Gentiles would not be stopped even on a ship going in the opposite direction.  The men on the ship seeing that Yahweh was the one true God offered sacrifice to Him.
· While there is much to not like about Jonah we see the good example in chapter 2 about how Jonah prayed.  We see the acknowledgement of chastisement, and that he had not cried out to God for a long period of time.  We also see the renewal of his vow, to do as the Lord required and a blessed thought that salvation is of the Lord.
· God heard Jonah’s honest prayer and instructed the fish to release Jonah on dry land.
QUESTION: Why would God desire the obedience of a single person?  Could God have not just gotten another person?  

In this case it allows us to see many of the characteristics of God.  We see Gods direct and unwavering desire for holiness.   We see God’s chastisement, and His forgiveness.  God’s will will be done, disobedience can only make it harder for yourself and others around you.  

Lesson challenge-Align yourself with the will of God.









