Ruin and Restoration

Study of the Minor Prophets

Lesson 11: Jonah 3-4

Jonah

*The Old Testament counterpart of John 3:16, this book declares the universality of God’s love embracing even pagan nations. Its authorship and historicity are disputed. If one is willing to accept the miraculous, there is no compelling reason to deny its historicity. There is a strong possibility that the book is about Jonah and not by him. The author relates how Jonah refused God’s call to preach to the people of Nineveh, his punishment for this disobedience, his ready response to a second summons, and his bitter complaint at God’s sparing the city following her repentance. Christ Himself alludes to Jonah when speaking of His own death and Resurrection (Matt. 12:39, 16:4; Luke 11:29-32).
Key Verse: Jonah 3:1&2  And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah a second time, saying, “Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.” 

Chapter 3 and 4 outline:

1. Jonah Preaches to the people (chap. 3)

· Jonah’s second call (3:1-3)

· Jonah’s preaching (3:4)

· The people’s repentance (3:5-9)

· God’s mercy(3:10)

2. God teaches His prophet (chap 4)

· Jonah’s displeasure (4:1-3)

· God’s question (4:4-5)

· God’s object lessons (4:6-8)

· Gods application (4:9-11)

· QUESTION: Is God a God of second chances?  See Jonah 3:1.  Briefly name and describe other Biblical people from Old and New Testament who were reliant on the second (or 3rd, 4th, 5th, etc.) chance offered by God.

_________________   _____________________   __________________   ___________________

· Traveling to Nineveh (Verse 3:3-4).  The trip was about 600 miles, which would have taken many months to travel.  How does the Bible state that it was a three-day journey?  The three days mentioned is not the distance from where Jonah was but the distance from border to border of Nineveh.  Recent discoveries have determined that Nineveh, including suburbs was about 60 miles in circumference, which would be about a three-day journey from end to end.   This is another example of how great a city was Nineveh.

·  QUESTION: Why would Jonah wait until a day’s journey before starting his preaching?
· Jonah was an 8-word prophet in English and only a 5-word prophet in Hebrew.  His 8 words “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown”, were enough to prompt the entire city to repentance.  Jonah did not state why they would be destroyed or that they should repent, or that they even had a chance for God’s forgiveness.  His message was a complete message of judgement.  This is an example of how God was likely working in these people’s lives before Jonah came on the scene.  

· QUESTION:  Was the repentance of Nineveh genuine? See Verses 3:5-10

· Jonah 3:10 seems to indicate, in the King James Bible, that God “repented” and that He had intended to do “evil” to the people of Nineveh.  This statement simply means that God chose a direction that is 180 degrees the opposite of the original plan and the word evil means calamity.  If God is the definition (not just an example) of righteousness, then it is impossible for Him to act in an evil way.  

· In chapter 4 we see the complete displeasure of Jonah.  We see that Jonah would rather to die than to see the merciful hand of God extended to these enemies of Israel.  Most of us would throw our hands up and say, “well go ahead and die then, see if I care”.   But we see that God chose to ask a question (v. 4:4) that we would ask a child.  “Doest thou well to be angry?”  And we see the childlike Jonah walk off without an answer.  

· God teaches Jonah once more a lesson.  This time with a gourd, a worm, and a wind.  Jonah was upset about the loss of a plant that he had nothing to do with creating.  God used this lesson to indicate that God cares that much more for His creation, the people of Nineveh.  

· At the highest of population the population of Nineveh was about 600,000, according the records of the time.  Why then does God only mention 120,000 that know right from left (v. 4:11)?  This is a mention of the innocent people of the land, the young children.  As a last point of irony God mentions the cattle.  If Jonah were upset about a single gourd’s death, surly he would be upset about the destruction of all that innocent cattle!

· Jonah must have pulled his life together, though we have no proof of this, other than this book that it might be assumed he wrote.  

If you have not gotten your life together it is unlikely that you would be as honest about your shortcomings as Jonah has been in this book.

· QUESTION:  Was Jonah truly a prophet, even though his prophesy did not come true?
· QUESTION:  What can we learn from Jonah about God’s working in our own lives?
Lesson challenge-Align yourself with the will of God.









