Ruin and Restoration

Study of the Minor Prophets

Lesson 12: Micah 1-7

1. Micah

*The Prophet Micah was a younger contemporary of Isaiah and spoke at a time when conditions in Judah paralleled those in the northern kingdom of Israel during Amos’ day. Micah’s messages are strikingly similar to those of Amos: many of the same sins are denounced and the same rugged, direct, indignant, and convincing language is used. While announcing God’s certain judgment upon sin, he also spoke of a sure deliverance to come through the Messiah whose place of birth he predicts.

Key Verses: Micah 3:11 Its judges take money to decide who wins in court, Its priests teach only for pay, and its prophets only look into the future when they get paid.  But they lean on the Lord and say “The Lord is hear with us, so nothing bad will happen to us.”


         Micah 7:18 There is no God like you.  You forgive those who are guilty of sin; you don’t look at the sins of your people who are left alive.  You will not stay angry forever, because you enjoy being kind.

Chapter 1-7 outline:

1. Micah’s person and prophesy 1:1

2. Micah’s lament over destruction 1:2-16

· Approaching destruction 1:2-7

· Prophetic lament 1:8-16

3. Micah’s warning to evildoers 2:1-13

· Warning to the people 2:1-5

· Warning to the prophets 2:6-11

· Promise of future restoration 2:12-13

4. Micah’s message against the leaders 3:1-12

· Against the rulers 3:1-4

· Against the prophets 3:5-8

· Against the rulers, priests and prophets 3:9-12

5. The coming kingdom and its King 4:1-5:15

· Characteristics of the kingdom 4:1-5

· Triumph of the Kingdom 4:6-13

· King of the Kingdom 5:1-5

· Conquest of the Kingdom 5:5-15

6. The coming jusgement and it reason 6:1-16

· The Lords controversy 6:1-5

· The Prophets response 6:6-8

· The nations sins 6:9-16

7. The coming compassion and its prerequisites 7:1-20

· Micah’s sorrow over Judah’s sins 7:1-7

· Judah’s recovery from sin 7:8-13

· God’s promise to forgive Judah’s sins 7:14-20
-Micah was a prophet during about the same time as Hosea, Jonah, Amos, and Isaiah in about 700BC.  Micah was from Moresheth-Gath a city in Judah.  He preached to the common people of Judah.  His name means, “who is like Yahweh?” 

-In chapter 1:2-7 we see a great court being set up. QUESTION: Who was the Jury, the witness for the prosecution, and the co-defendants?  What was the reason for judgement and the sentence?

-Micah enjoyed the use of puns.  He used pun as a double meaning for the city names. For example in verse 1:10 he says the city of Aphrah should role in the dust.  Aphrah means dust. 

Pun = the humorous use of a word or phrase so as to emphasize or suggest its different meanings or applications, or the use of words that are alike or nearly alike in sound but different in meaning; a play on words.

 (Dictionary.com)

-Did you hear about the optometrist who fell into a lens grinder and made a spectacle of himself? 

-Doctors tell us there are over seven million people who are overweight. These, of course, are only round figures. 

-What is the purpose of reindeer? It makes the grass grow, sweetie.

-There were two ships. One had red paint, one had blue paint. They collided. At last report, the survivors were marooned.

-Where do you find giant snails? On the ends of giant's fingers.

-Why is Saudi Arabia free of mental illness? There are nomad people there.

-I went to the butchers the other day and I bet him $50 that he couldn't reach the meat off the top shelf. He said, 'no, the steaks are too high.'

-In chapter 2 we see the warning to the people for their wicked desires.  The false prophets were providing only positive prophecy.  And they were trying to prohibit the true prophets from prophesying.  The people were covetous and planners of evil. 2:1-5

QUESTION: Do we have a similar situation today?  What kind of message do most people want to hear today?  

-In the end of chapter 2 we see a glimmer of hope. Verses 12-13 speak of the Lord as a shepherd gathering His sheep together.

-In chapter 3 we see a message against the leaders.  The leaders did not know judgement or justice, but they hated good and loved evil.  See verse 3:5

-In verse 5:2 we see messianic prophecy about the birthplace of Jesus.  We then see the description of the millennial kingdom.

-Describe Christ future kingdom according to Micah 4:1-5, 5:5-15, and 7:10-13.

Name 5-10 things if possible ___________   ______________   _____________   ______________

_____________   _______________   _______________   ______________   _________________

-In chapter 6 we see again a court case being laid out.  The people have complained that following God is wearisome.  God gives some examples of how he has been good to Israel.  6:4-5.

We also see what God really desires from His people.  The people ask what will be good enough for God 6:6-7 but God gives the answer in verse 8.  

 QUESTION:  What does God desire more than sacrifice?  Is following God wearisome today for Christians?  Why would this be so?

-In chapter7: 18-20 we see the attributes of God.  What comfort can we take from these attributes?










