What is Prophecy?

Prophecy is not a prediction of the future, but a revelation or promise about the future. Prophecy is God given promises about the future given to a person, in order to show Gods all knowing power.  Prophecy has two main components: Forthtelling and Foretelling.


1.Forthtelling is the speaking a message that has been prepared by God and given directly to the prophet.  This is the telling of the people why something is going to happen


2. Foretelling is the revelation or promise of events in the future.  This is the telling of the people what will happen.

Why prophecy?

God provided priests and Kings at the request of the people.  During this time it was proven that these individuals could not and would not keep the commands of God and thus lead their people astray.  The Prophets came during a time of great sin and debauchery.  They were quite literally a singular light in darkness, giving the messages of God including warnings, soon to come punishment, repentance, hope and mercy.

Who were the prophets?

There are hundreds of prophecies in the scriptures.  We will be studying 6 of the 12 Minor Prophets.

Hosea (Salvation of the Lord)

Joel (YAHWEH is God)

Amos (to carry; borne by God)

Obadiah (servant of God)

Jonah (Dove)

Micah (who is like God)

What is the difference between Major Prophets and Minor Prophets?
Simply the size of the books, is the major difference.  The Major prophets have larger books.

What types of prophecy are there?
There are Messianic Prophecies which speak of the coming Savior. One of the good things about the Messianic prophecy is that it gives authority to Christ in that He was expected and spoken of before He came.  He did not just drop from the sky unexpected.

 And there are End Time prophecies, that deal with the end of the earth.  These speak to about the coming tribulations and wars and ultimate reign of Christ.  The good thing about many of the end time prophecy is that it is a look not only at the end of the current world but a look at the new and perfect world.  

